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The BEMS in your neighborhood

won't run off with your books

if you put inside the front cover

of each book...a gummed bookplate
with your name printed on it!
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No. GF-612 by Emsh

FINAGLE SAYS —

The umpteenth corollary
of Finagle’'s General Law of
Dynamic Negatives says:

“'No books are ever lost
by loaning except ones you
particularly want to keep.”

100 for $4; 200, $6; 300, $8
with owner’s name imprinted
All Postpaid. Add state sales tax, if any,

ACTUAL SIZE, all designs, 3x4 inche
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No. GM-12 by Cullen Rapp No. GX-57 by Lynd Ward

The designs shown above are the only ones we offer!

Order from GALAXY 421 Hudson Street, New York 14, N. Y.
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tics, a lot of rule-of-thumb sociology,
bits and smatterings of a thousand
disciplines. Suppose we apply to it
not the dramatic craft of the writer,
but the problem-solving techniques
of the scientist. Can we then come
out with predictions about the fu-
ture which share the good features
of both approaches and the faults
of neither?

Two West Coast scientists con-
nected with the RAND Corporation
are trying. And it looks as though
they are succeeding, at least in part.

heir names are Theodore J. Gor-

don and Olaf Helmer. Gordon,
a RAND consultant, spends most of
his time supervising the Douglas
Aircraft Saturn project. Dr. Helmer
is a RAND Senior Mathematician.
Their thesis is that although “the”
future cannot infallibly be predicted,
all futures are inmvented — in the
.sense that what will happen tomor-
row will come from what is happen-
ing today.

Since “what is happening today”
does not lend itself readily to quan-
tification, or even to observation —
so much of it is going on in some-
one’s head — their approach to the
basic data is informal. They selected
a panel of knowledgeable people,
most of them scientists (a couple
of them also science-fiction writers,
like Arthur C. Clarke and Isaac Asi-
mov). They asked them their opin-
ions on whether certain “break-
throughs” could be accomplished, and
if so, when. They collated the re-
sults and returned the information
to the panel to get a second approx-
imation; collated that, and repeated
the process.

The panel was encouraged to com-

ment and criticize at every stage,
and the feedback from the panel was
used to sharpen the questions and
even to eliminate some of them. In

" the sharpening process some useful

thinking was done. For example,
one question was first asked in the
form of a prediction of a date for
“computing machines becoming the
most significant intelligence on
earth.” In the second stage it was
changed to “availability of a ma-
chine which comprehends standard
IQ tests and scores above 150;” and
by the last round a qualification was
added to that: “. . . where ‘compre-
hend’ is to be interpreted behavior-
istically as the ability to respond t»
questions printed in English and
possibly accompanied by diagrams.”

(The predicted median date for
this machine, by the way, was 1990!)

Some of the other predicted med:-
an dates were:

1972 = Automated language trans-
lators.

1980 = Operation of a central data
storage facility with wide access for
general or specialized information
retrieval.

1985 = Manned landing on Mars
and return.

2025 = International agreements
which guarantee certain economic
minima to the world’s population
as a result of high production from
automation.

In all some twenty-odd questions
or more were asked in each of six
areas. In some cases the basic ques-
tion as to a forecast of probable
dates (defined as an estimate of a
date on which the given event wiil
have a 50% probability of becoming
fact) could not apply to the sort of
information desired. For example,

IF





EPUB/image_0004_00.jpeg
Receive this famous
4-volume Law library
with your training






