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The members of the genus Helicoceras were formerly placed in
the genus Gyroceras. A study of the literature, however, shows
that this latter name cannot be applied to the species other than
Gyroceras ammonis, and for reasons to be shown shortly that
name 1s not valid because of synonymy:.

The genus Gyroceras, based on G. ammonis, was erected by
Corda! 1n 1837. His description of the original species runs as
follows: ““ Acervulis atris, confluentibus, stromatis strato inferiore
atro; superiore luteo, hyalino, celluloso; floceis infra atris, supra
attenuatis luteis; sporis ovalibus discoideis, depressis.” It readily
can be seen that the presence of a two-layered stroma sharply
sets off Corda’s species from the non-stromatic ones that make up
the remainder of the genus. These latter are parasitic or weakly
so, and their vegetative hyphae, although branching, never ag-
gregate to form a stroma under the sporogenous area. A careful
examination of the original figure illustrating G. ammonis makes
1t obvious that the present-day conception of the genus is founded
on misinterpretation. The ‘““strato superiore” is definitely a layer
of short conidiophores beyond which the curved sterile hyphae
project. According to Corda, these sterile hyphae break into
ovold discoid spores, a statement that seems partly to have been
the cause of the misconception of his genus, and one that needs
confirmation before final acceptance. Even though this doubtful
point were settled, Corda’s genus is not that of later investigators
and, 1n fact, should be relegated to synonymy, as is done in the

1 Corda, A. C. I, Icon. Fung. 1: 9. »l. 2, fig. 141. 1837.
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present paper, and the species placed in the genus Sarcopodium of
Ehrenburg' under the subgenus Tricholeconium as it was under-
stood by Lindau.?

In 1856, when Montagne and Cesati® transferred Monilia Celtr-
dis (Celtis) to Gyrocerus, they established the present conception
of the genus. Although they did not give a generic deseription,
they did describe the species rather fully. In the description it
is stated that ‘“stroma adest tenuissimum, a Bivona praetermis-
sum, e fibrillis exilissimis materiae grumulosae intermixtus con-
stans, pallidum,” and further that the spore filaments ‘‘ tandem 1in
sporas globosas secedentis.” The term stroma is obviously mis-
applied in this instance, so much so that it would appear that the
authors were stretching the term so as to make the species fit into
the genus. The statement that the spore filament breaks into
globose spores can be substantiated neither by the investigations
of Gyroceras Celtidis by Killian,* nor by the writer’s observations
on Helicoceras Oryzae.

Saccardo® in 1886 accepted Montagne and Cesati’s interpreta-
tion of Corda’s genus, and in his generic description perpetuated
the erroneous statement that the conidial filament breaks into
spores. At the same time he changed the generic name from
Gyrocerus to Gyroceras for etymological reasons and accredited
the genus to Corda.

Despite the fact that Saccardo’s interpretation of Corda’s genus
was accepted by Massee,® Lindau,” and others, according to the
rules of nomenclature, when the type species becomes a synonym,
the name of the genus also falls into synonymy. The writer there-
fore proposes the new name Helicoceras.

Helicoceras Linder, n. nom.
Gyroceras Corda, Icon. Fung. 1: 9. pl. 2, fig. 141. 1837, of

authors, 1n part.
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