On A Collection of Birds from N. E. Sumatra.

BY
H. C. RoBixsoxN, c.)L.z.S., M.B.O.U.
AND
C. Bobex KLoss, F.zZs., M.B.O.U.
PART II.

Since the publication of the first part of this paper (antea
pp. i4-133), we have been favoured with a further series of birds
by Heer A. C. F. A. van Heyst which, containing as it does, a con-
siderable number of species not included in his former consign-
ments, merits description in detail. In addition we have received
a copy of a paper by Dr. L. F. de Beaufort and Dr. L. P. de Bussy
= Vogels van de Oostkust van Sumatra ” (Bijdragen tot de Dier-
kunde uitgegeven door het Koningklijk Zoidlogisch Genootschap
“ Naturis Artis Magistra™ te Amsterdam, xxi, pp. 229 to 276
(1918?) which deals with a large collection of birds made in pre-
cisely the same localities as that of Heer van Heyst. We have
quoted this article throughout as “ de Beaufort and de Bussy p.—.”

As the area covered by the political divizsion known as the
Sumatran Kast Coast Residency has now been explored in some
detail, at least as regards its ornithologv, we have indicated briefly
the total number of species definitely known to occur in the area
to which no great additions, except Limicoline, coastal and migrant
forms are now to be expected, with the possible exception of such
species as thrushes, warblers and white-eves which may perhaps be
found on the summits of the highest mountains above 5,000 feet
which have not yet been dealt with.

We have throughout, where necessary, quoted the first part of
this paper as ““antea p. .7

Two new forms Pycnonotus bimaculatus baral, inhabiting West
Java and the whole of the upland areas of Sumatra and Crypto-
lopha montis inornata, known as yet only from the Battak High
lands are here described and a new name Zephrodornis pelvice fret-
ensis given to the Wood Shrike inhabiting Kastern Sumatra and
the Southern Malay Peninsula, while the additions listed raise the
number of definitely recorded Sumatran species to 548.

Heer van Heyst has forwarded us the following additional
account of the type of country collected over.

“The district of Deli can be subdivided into

(i). Low land up to about 100 m. (225 feet), once
covered with sea.
(ii). Hill land from 100-400 m. (325-1,300 feet).
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(iii). Mountain land from 450-2,000 m. (1,460-6,500
feet).
(iv). The Karo Tableland,

Under (i) which is bordered on its seaward face by bakau (man-
grove) forests fall the collecting stations Polonia, Mabar and
Tanjong Morawa. They are tobacco estates. mainly fallow land,
covered with young scrub and lalang grass. One eighth of an
estate is planted per annum and after that lies fallow for seven
years. Along the Batang Koewis (Tanjong Morawa), the houn-
dary river between Deli and Serdang, is a strip of old jungle, where
a number of hirds were collected as also in the kampongs (villages)
along the river. In various places are swamps. Characteristic of
the district are tall tualang trees (Koompassia sp.).

(i1). Hill land up to about 200 m. (650 feet) which is almost
the limit of tobacco cultivation, is mostly without forest. Above
that level the terrain has been largely felled by Battaks but there
are still patches of big forest: the country is also characterised by
steep ravines and slopes. In this region are the collecting stations,
Deli Toewa, Toentoengan and Gambir.

(iii). On the south side at about 700 m. (2,275 feet) begins
old forest which stretches across the chain of the Karo Mts. (2.000
mm, 6,500 feet) to the Karo Tableland. On the north side lies
Bandar Baroe, on the Medan-Toba road at the foot of Mt. Sibajak,
at the entrance to the Tengkeh Pass. Birds collected there come
from the north slopes of Mt. Sibajak, at a height of 1,000-1,400 m.
(3.250-4,550 feet). At the highest point of the pass is Tengkeh
(1.430 m.) (4,650) with magnificent high old forest.

(iv). XKaro Tableland is covered with lalang grass and sur-
rounded by mountains often 1500 m. (4875 feet) in height. Trees
are to be found in deep ravines and in the native villages. On the
tableland is also occasional Battak cultivation. On the north side
lies Brastagi. Birds from that locality were collected on the
southern slopes of the Karo Mts., on the tableland itself, and in
the villages.”

In addition to those obtained by Heer van Heyst the following
species appear in the list published by Messrs. de Beaufort and de
Bussy regarding which the following notes may be of interest. The
numbers prefixed are those of the authors, appended ones are from
our own list. (Journ, Fed. Malay States Mus., VIIL. pt. 2. 1918.
PP. 261-284).

Lophura rufa (Raffles).
6. Argusianus argus (Linn.).
Evidently rare in Sumatra,

11. Treron nepalensis (Hodgs.).
More probably the insular race Treron curvirostra curvirostra
(Raffles).

Jour. Straits Branch
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Streptopelia bitorquate (Temm.).

The specimen obtained at Medan which we have examined
establishes this species as a Sumatran bird which has
hitherto been open to doubt.

Gallicrex cinerea (Lath.).

This species is also established as a Sumatran bird on a
specimen obtained at Batang Koewis,

Porphyrio calvus (Vieill.).

It would be of interest to compare the bird recorded as this
species with that described as P. bemmelent from the Toba
Meer (Biittikofer, Notes Leyden Museum, XI. p. 191
(1889).

Squatarola helvetica (Lmn)

Abundant on the Malayan coast.

Ochthodromus mongolus (Pall.).

A rare straggler in the Straits of Malacca, the dominant form
being O. m. pyrrhothoraz (Gould).

Limonattes ruficollis (Pall.).

Rostratula capensvs (Linn.).

Pseudotantalus cinereus (Raffles).

Leptoptilus javanicus (Horst.).

Ardea cinerea (Linn.).

All common on the opposite Selangor and Perak Coasts.

Herodias alba tvmoriensis (Cuv.).

Personally we consider that Western Malaysian birds are
better referred to the typical race and not to this eastern
one.

Nycticorar nycticorax (Linn.).

Not uncemmon on the Aroa Ids off the Sungei Rokan Estuary
in winter.

Dupetor flavicollis (Lath.).

Common in the Straits of Malacca.

Suln sule (Lath.).

Breeds on rocks in the Aroa Ids.

Accipiter trivirgatus (Temm.).

Lophospizias trivirgatus, Rob. and Kloss, p. 268, No. 130.

Accipiter badius poliopsis (Hume).

More properly Astur badius poliopsis. A new record for
Sumatra. We have examined the specimen which agrees
with N. Malayan birds but is perhaps slightly darker.

Accipiter soloensis (Lath.).

Astur soloensis of Rob. and Kloss, p. 268, No. 131.

Its short toes keep this hird out of the genus Accipiter.

®. A. Soc., No. 81, 1920.
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Tctinaetus malayensis (Temm.).

Haliastur indus intermedia Gurney,

Common everywhere: Mr. van Heyst has evidently not
thought it worth while to collect it.

Flanus hypoleucus Gould,

Algo very common,

Machaerhamphus aleinus Western.

This record antedates that of Ieer van Heyst].

Pernis ptilonorhynchus (Temm.).

Pernis eristatits (Cuv.) Robinson and Kloss, p. 268, No, 141,

Polioaetus ichthyaetus (Horst.).

Syrnium myrtha (Bp.).

Photodilus badius (Horst.),

Palaeornis torquata (Bodd.).

Evidently an escaped cage bird.

Batrachostomus javensis (Horsf.).

Upupa epops indica Reichenb.

An interesting addition to the Sumatran list,

Tachornis infumatus (Scl.).

Tachoriis baltassiensis infumata Rob. and Kloss, p. 271,
No. 210,

Pyrotrogon diardi neglectus Forbes and Robinson.

Pyrotrogon orrhophaeus (Cab. and Heine).

Pyrotrogon vidua Robinson and Kloss, p. 272, No, 225.

Hierococcyx sparverioides (Vig.).

The specimen from DBrastagi, seems an addition to the
Sumatran avifauna.

Hierococeyar bocki (Wardl. Rams.).

Cuculus poliocephalus Tath.

Cuculus intermedius subsp. insulinde Robinson and Kloss,
p. 272, No. 234,

Eudynamis honorata (Linn.).

Eudynamis honorata subsp. malayana Robinson and Kloss,
p- %12, No, 241,

Rhopodytes sumatranus (Raffles),

Chrysocolaptes gutticristatus chersonesus Kloss.

An addition to the Sumatran avifauna. Wing, 8 150; ¢
143. Bill from gape 8 48; ¢ 43 mm. These specimens
strikingly confirm the validity of this subspecies originally
described from Singapore and Johore.

Thriponaz javensis (Horst.),

Calyptomena viridis (Raffles).

Jour. Straits Branch
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Pitta coccinea Exton,

Also new to Sumatra.

Cyornis nigrigularis Everett.

On examination we think that this identification is open to

considerable doubt but leave the question open for the
present.

C'yornis sumatrensis Sharpe,
This species is now established as a Sumatran bird which has
hitherto been doubtful.

Xanthopygia xanthopygia (Hay).

New for Sumatra but a wide-spread migrant.
degithing viridissima (Bp.).

Irena criniger Sharpe.

Criniger tephrogenys (Jard. and Selby).

Almost certainly Criniger sumatranus; Wardl. Rams.
Otocompsa emeria (Linn.).

An unexpected addition to the Sumatran list. We have ex-
amined the specimen which does not differ from Malayan

birds. Possibly an aviary specimen.
Anuropsis malaccensis (Hartl.),
Cyanoderma erythropterun (Blyth).
Zoothera andromedae (Temm.).
" Turdus obscurus (Gm.),
Turdus (Geocichla) sibiricus Pall.
Ciclloselys sibirica davisoni Robinson and Kloss, pp. 207,
279, No. 424.
Locustella certhiola (Pall.).

New to Sumatra but recently met with on migration at One
Fathom Bank in the Straits of Malaeca, lat, 3° N,

Custicola exilis (Vig. and Horsf.).
Not definitely recorded from Swmatra hitherto.
Zoslerops auriventer Hume.
Almost certainly Z. buatons Nicholson.
Sporaeginthus amandava Linn.
Probably introduced.
Oriolus xanthonotus Horsf,
Platysmurus leucopterus (Temm.).
In Dr. Hartert’s list (Nov. Zool. ix, pp. 194-221 (1902) the

following species not represented either in Messrs. de Beaufort and
de Bussy’s list or in Mr. van Heyst’s collection occur:—

Rollulus roulroul (Scop.). (6).*

* Numbers in paren thess apply to ourown list

R. A. Soc., No. 81, 1920."
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Osmotreron griseicauda (G. R, G1.). (24).

Rallina superciliaris (Eyton). (42).

Podicipes fluviatilis philippensis (Bonn.). (51).

Rhyacophilus glareola (Gm.). (84).

Ardea sumatrana Raftles, (102).

Asarcornis scutulata (S. Muell.). (116).

Dendrocycna arcuata (Cuv.),

Pelecanus sp. (probably roseus Gm.). (128).

Lophotriorchis kieneri (de Sparre). (134).

Pandion haliaetus (Linn.). (148),
{Pisorhina (Otus) bakkamoena sunia (Hodgs.).]

The occurrence of this owl, the northern form of P. b. lempiji
is just on the bounds of poscibility as a migrant. For the present
we prefer not to include it in the formal list of Sumatran birds.

Batrachostomus auritus (J, E. Grey.). (167).

Batrachostomus stellatus (Gould). (169).

Berenicornis comatus (Raffles), (197).

Caprimulgus indica jotake Temm. and Schleg. (204),

Pyrotrogon oreskios (Temm.). (223).

Centropus rectunguis Strickl. (243).

Pitta muelleri (Bp.). (293).

Fucichla boschi (Muell. and Schleg.). (295).

Dendrophila frontalis (Horsf.). (460).

[ Buchanga stigmatops Sharpe. |

Not this Bornean bird; but either the form described by us
(antea p. 125) as B. leucophaea balakensis, or B. leucophaca
phaedra, Reichenow, originally described from Padang.

Buchanga leucogenys Walden (468 B).

A species of wide migratory range omitted from our list: it
should stand as No. 468 B.

Anthreptes rhodolaema Shelley. (505).
Dicaeum chrysorrhewm Temm, (518).

The following were collected by Modigliani in the vieinity of
the Toba Meer. Salvad. Ann, Mus: Civ. Gen. (2), XII. pp. 40-
78 (1891).

Ardelta sinensis (Gm.) (112).

Melittophagus swinhoit (Hume). (198).

Lyncornis temmancks Gould. (207).

(ferygone modiglianii Salvad. (313).

Chloropsis venusta (Bp.). (350).

Pnoepyga lepide Salvad. (418).

Parrot (Abhandl. der Konigl, Bayer Akad. der Wissensch, II,
K1, XXIV, Bd. 1, pp. 151-286 (1907) includes the following
species :—

Rallina fasciata (Raffles). (41).

Poliowetus humailis (Muell. and Schleg.). (150).

Jour. Straits Branch
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Buceros silvestris (Vieill.). (188).

Pyrotrogon kasumba (Raflles), (220).

Zanclostomus javanicus (Horst.). (245).

Pitta caerulea (Raffles). (280).

Pitta megarhyncha Schleg. (291 A).

Parrot records with a query four specimens of this species
from Deli and “ Sumatra.” We had not included it in our list
but as it i1s by no means unlikely to occur we have entered it under
the number 291 A.

[Chloropis cochinchinensis cochinchinensis (Gm.).]

Under the above name is included a specimen from “ Sumatra ”
of the purely Javanese species Ch, nigricollis (Vieill.). Without
further and better evidence we are not prepared to admit the bird
to the Sumatran list.

Finally the following species must be mentioned which does
not appear to have been collected of late in North-East Sumatra,
though originally obtained there. It appears to be common in
West Sumatra whence, in addition to our own series, we have seen
TUDErous specimens.

Pitta schneideri, Hartert. (290).

Tiwo specimens were obtained by Mr. Gustav Schneider on Mt.
Si Bajak, Battak Mts., N, E. Sumatra,

The following therefore are definite additions to the Sumatran
list as given by ourselves.

Streptopelia bitorquata (Temm.). (36A).

Rallina paykulli (Ljung). (4RA).

Gallicrex cinerea (Lath.). (48A).

Astur badius poliopsis (Hume). (1314).

Upupa epops indica Reichenb. (R07A).

Collocalia tnnominate Hume. (214A)

Collocalia linchi cyanoptila Oberholser. (216A).

Hierococeyz sparveriodes (Vig.). (R30A).

Brachylophus (Gecinus) chlorolophus vanheysti Robinson and

Kloss, (2644).

Chrysocolaptes guttacristatus chersonesus Kloss (2T6A).
Pitta megarhyncha Schleg. (291A).
Pitta coccinea Eyton. (R92A).
Cyornis nigrigularis Everett. (303A),
Cyornis sumatrensis Sharpe, (303B).
Cyornis vanheystt Rob. and Kloss. (303C).
Zanthopygia zanthopygia (Hay). (314A).
Crintger finschii Salvad. (3594).
Otocompsa emeria (Linn.). (3714).
Kenopia striata (Blyth.). (4054).

R. A. Soc., No. 81, 1920.



€6 ON A COLLECTION OF BIRDS FROM N. E. SUMATRA.

Locustella certhiola (Pall.). (434A).

Cisticola exilis (Vig. and Horsf.). (441A).

Trichixzos pyrrhopyga Less. (431A).

Buchanga leucophaea batakensis Rob. and Kloss. (468A).
Buchanga leucogenys Walden. (468B),

Munia atricapille (Vieill.). (486N\).

The following names replace those previously used :—
Macropygia ruficeps sumatrana Rob, and Kloss. (33).
Lalage fimbriata fimbriate (Temm.), (336).
Cryptolopha montis inornata Rob. and Kloss. (331).
Pycnonotus bimaculatus barat Robh. and Kloss, (369).
Netaria affinis atricapille (Bp.). (389).

Stachyris maculatus pectoralis (Blvth.). (401).
Cyanoderma erythroptera pyrrhophaea (Hartl.). (406).
Tephrodornis pelrica fretensis Rob, and Kloss (451).

Messrs, de Beaufort and de Bussy’s list comprises 282 species
and Heer van Heyst's 285 of which 224 are common to both,
making a total of 343 species. To these must be added 22 species
from Dr, Hartert’s list, 6 from Salvadori’s list, T from Parrot’s list
and Pitta schneideri, making a total of 379 species definitely re-
corded from the administrative division of Sumatra’s East Coast.

Analysis of the collection which covers a range in altitude of
{from seca level to about 1500 m. (= 5,000 feet approximately) in-
dicates that as regards the montane fauna that of Sumatra is very
homogeneous, the only group missing in the present collection being
the Javanese element which occurs at higher levels in the moun-
tains of the West Coast comprising species such as Turdus indra-
purae, Cettia sumatrana, Notodele diana sumatrana, Zosterops
montana, Pericrocotus miniatus and the forms of Cryptolopha allied
to grammiceps, etc.  We attach no importance to the absence of
such genera as Rimator, and T'urdinulus which are easily overlooked,
the more so as an equally skulking form, Pnoepyga; is represented.
Among the lowland forms certain essentially continental species
occur, such as Geocichla citrina citring, Otocompsa emeria, Chry-
socolaptes guttacristatus and Upupa epops indica; while other races
show a tendency to vary in the directions of Northern forms rather
than towards the Javanese which, in view of the great length of the
island, is not in the least surprising.

PHASIANIDAE.

1. Excalfactoria chinensis chinensis(Linn.). Antea, p. 75,
de Beaufort and de Bussy, p. 237.
12 Toentoengan, Deli, N. E, Sumatra, 16th October,
1918 [No. 1134].
Wing, 2. 69 mm,

Jour. Straits Branch


























































































