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WITH PORTRAIT: PLATE XIX.

.Albert Nelson Prentiss was born May 22, 1836, at Cazeno-
"3, Oneida county, N. Y. His father was a farmer, and his
frandfather was an officer in the war of 1812, dying in the
€rvice,

, His early education was gained in the public schools, and
n the Oneida County Seminary of his native village. In
1858 he entered the Michigan State Agricultural College and
"8 graduated in 1861 with the degree of B. S. His class,
limbering seven members, was the first to graduate from
at Institution, and the entire class, responding to their
ountry’s call at the outbreak of the civil war, immediately
cnlfsmd In the service of the army. Albert N. Prentiss was
enlgsted In the engineering corps at Battle Creek, Mich., and
Signed to special signal service duty in the army of tl3e
St After four months service, principally in the field, in
"e interior of Missouri, his corps was disbanded in.consc-
lqllence of changes in the organization of the army which fol-
"Wed the removal of the commanding general.

o 1 862 he was elected associate principal of.the Kalama-
21?0’ Mich. , high school, which position he resigned during
* fouo“’i"g year to accept the instructorship of bot.any and
gort'cuk“re in his alma mater, the Michigan Agricultural
th(mege at Lansing. He received the degree of M. S. f;otm
the *ame institution in 1864, and in 1865 he was promoted to

; f'f“ Professorship of botany and horticulture.
tuASlde from the duties appertaining to the educatlonalf fel:;l-
Cares of the department he had charge of the grounds of the
¢ "PUS, and under his direction the face of th.c campus soog
3";?§e(tl f‘:m the formal association of §tra1ght lines an

O the place of beauty which it now is. |
Coﬁmong his pPupils in bot);ny at the Michigan Agrlgu\lr?t;ﬂ
to t}fge are the following men whose lives have been de g
in - clence and who have attained positions of emine &
th thelf chosen fields: C. E. Bessey, professor of botafnt))' o

eUnwerSitY of Nebraska; W. P. Wilson, professor of DO
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any in the University 6f Pennsylvania; B. D. Halsted, pro-
fessor of botany in Rutgers College, and botanist of the New
Jersey Agricultural Experiment Station; S. M. Tracy of the
Mississippi Agricultural College, director and botanist of the
Mississippi Agricultural Experiment Station.

At the opening of Cornell University in 1868 he was called
to the chair of botany, arboriculture and horticulture. The
botanical department for several years did not have rooms de-
voted entirely to the work in botany, but made use of rooms
at intervals when they were not occupied by other classes, and
there was, therefore, a lack of room for carrying on desired
laboratory work, as there was also at that time lack of suit-
able apparatus or illustrative material. The first course offered
was 1n systematic botany during the autumn of the opening
of the university in 1868. This was attended by four students
who came from other institutions and who had some previous
training in botany, the lectures being given in what is known
as Morrill Hall. ' In the spring term the department was as-
signed two small rooms in a wooden building which had just
been completed, more especially for the chemical and physical
departments, neither of which rooms was large enough for
t.he class of 144 students who attended the elementary cours
In the spring term. The lectures to this class were given i
the chemical lecture room, where they were held for three
years. For a number of years the members of this large
class, through his influence, became interested in the local
flora, and this led ultimately through the enthusiasm of such
e .Dr. D. S. Jordan, now president of Leland Stanford,
Jr, Umversity, Dr. J. C. Branner and Professor W. R. Dud-
ley, of the same institution, to a careful and systematic St“_d)’
of the interesting flora of this region, and the publicatiof
later by Professor Dudley of the Cayuga Flora. Inl 875 the
department was moved to more commodious and P‘”'ma“ent
quarters in the south wing of the Sage College, and the
cduipment in the way of models and other illustrative &%
rial had by this time considerably increased, and some othef
o 2 Wereiafiered.” In 1873 an instructor, David S. JO :
dan, was for the first time appointed, and in the follqwmg
year W. R. Dudley was appointed instructor, and CO“t”‘ue'
= OcCupy this position until promoted to the assistant Pf"fcs‘
sorship in 1876-77. In 1881 the laboratory was further -

conservatory was erected 1n COf
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For more than a decade in the early history of the univer-
sity the entire oversight of the large grounds of Cornell Uni-
versity fell to the lot of the professor of botany, and to those
who know anything of the wild condition of the grounds at
that time the duties of this position will not seem small. In
fact a large part of the time of Professor Prentiss during the
early years was given to personal supervision of the improve-
ment of the grounds and the planting of trees, many of the
summer vacations as well as the spare time obtained from the
instruction being devoted entirely to this work. One of the
irst plans projected by him for the improvement of the grounds
Was the starting of a small nursery of native plants, the seeds
of which were planted at the opening of the university. Ow-
ing to lack of funds for the care of this nursery most of the
young plants were lost, but a few were planted on the campus,
and would thus, if protected, be of the same age as the uni-
ersity.  Most of these trees in one way and another have
disappeared, chiefly through the rapid expansion of the uni-
ersity beyond what was anticipated at the outset, so that
ey have largely been removed to give place to new build-
1gs, to subsequent gradings of the grounds, etc. Of the
lumber of these trees planted at that time it may be inter-
Sting to the friends of the university to know, that, SO far as
‘a0 be determined, only three pine trees remain, one situated
" the Sage College grounds about 100 feet south of the bo-
anical lEﬂ:)()x'attory. while the other two are in the grounds of
e residence of Professor J. H. Comstock, at the north end
o East avenye. :

In the summer and autumn of 1870 Professor Prentiss was
bsent in Brazil with what is usually spoken of as tht? ““Cor-
gell EXP]OI’ing Expedition. » 1In university hiStO.l'y El}ls expe-
O;htolf s usually known as the ‘**Morgan Expedinolg l‘r} h?::}?;
CDnt‘e Hon. Edwin Barber Morgan of Aurora, ’i'h o
i buted a considerable sum toward the cost. eff’?ne

N was organized by Professor C. F. Hartt, at_that ‘tim
Professor of geology, for the purpose of making collections 1n
Natura] history and studying the natural resources o{{ tl;:
and p A number of students accompanied Profesiotr: ; 3;’ x

‘entiss. The party sailed from New York the latterp

» Feturning early in January, 1871.

2 Valley of the Amazon for a distance of about 4
"¢ Pard, as well as the rivers Chingu and Tapajos,
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