EPUB/image_0022_00.jpeg
[ 10 ]

in turning up the ground with hoes into paral-
lel trenches, for the reception of the cane plants,
the slaves, of both sexes, from twenty, perhaps, to
fourscore in number, are drawn out in a line, like
troops on a parade, each with a hoe in his hand,
and close to them in the rear is stationed, a driver;
or several drivers, in number duly proportioned
to that of the gang. Each ° these drivers, who
are always the most active and vigorous negroes
on the estate, has in his hand, ot coiled round:
his neck, from which by extending the:handie;
it can'be disengaged in 2 moment, a long thick
and strongly plaited whip, called ‘a cart whip ;
the report of which is as loud, and the lash as
severe, as those of the whips in ‘common
use with our waggoners, and which he has
authority to apply at the instant when his
eye perceives an occasiom, without any pre-
vious warning.—Thus disposed, their work be-
gins, and comtinues without interruption for a
certain number of hours, during which, at the
peril of the drivers, an adequate portion of land
must be holed.

As the trenches are generally rectilinear, and
the whole line of holers advance together, it
is necessary that every hole or section of the
trench should be finished in equal time with the
rest; and if any one or more negroes were al~
lowed to throw in the hoe .with less rapidity oy
encrgy than their companions in other parts of

the .
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A great change has since been introduced at
St. Domingo, Cayenne, and Guadaloupe, mn
the former by insurrection, in the two latter by
_decrees of the National Convention of France;

and I would, in the next place, briefly erqjuire
what have been its nature and effects.

Of the interior affairs of those Colonies since
this change took place very little distinct infor-
mation has been attainable in Europe. The press,
which by . giving domestic publicity to the
events of a civilized community, brings them
castly to the notice of its neighbours, has natu-
rally been inactive ameong an illiterate people;
and they have been visited only by persons whose
errand was commerce or war, and who have in
general had little desire, and less oppertunity, to
procure statistical intelligence; and as little dis-
position to lay such intelligence as they ¢hanced
to acquire befare the public on their retwn.

The danger that might bave attended research,
in a country yet agitated by the waves of. revo-
lution, a country where a white face was an en-
sign of hostility, has doubtless tended power-
fully to restrain curiosity in the visitors of St.
Domingo.

But after full allowance made for all thesa
obstacles, there will remain considerable ground
for surprise at the profound darkness that
hangs over some parts of this interesting sub-
ject. From the interior of St. Domingo in par-
ticylar, scarcely one distinct ray has reached our

horizon;
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government, it was also defined by positive law,

at the time of its introduction. You will find
in the Appendix, a translation both of the con-

ventional decree for enfranchising the slaves in
the colonies, and of the proclamation with which
was accompanied, when published by the French
commissioners at Point Pitre in July 1794.

The negroes were by this law expressly released
from slavery, and invested with all the rights of
French citizens, and though industry was en-
joined as a duty, the declared objects of that
duty were themselves, their families, and the
state, and not any particular master or em-
ployer. If it was intended that the new rela-
tions of stipendiary servant and master, should
be formed between them and the same planters
whose property they formerly had been, which
does not clearly appear, the latter were at least
required to give them a competent salary in re-
turn for their work.

In a word, they were placed, as far as an ex-
press law could place them, in the condition of
English labourers; though perhaps obliged to
work on a particular estate*.

From

* If reports prevalent in the Leeward Islands soon after this
revolutionwere accurate, the limitation to a particular estate was
the rule only in respect of such negroes as either could riot or

would
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